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A LETTER, 

&C. 


My Lord, 

In a Pamphlet published two years ago, I 
have already assigned Reasons for believing that in these 
last days, the Lord in His infinite grace has restored to 
us Apostles and Prophets : for the purpose of reuniting 
all the faithful in Christendom; rebuilding on its primitive cfr> 
foundation His one Catholic Church, for ages rent if not - 
in ruins; rendering it complete and faultless, waiting for 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; and thus preparing 
the Bride of the Lamb, for the speedy return of her glo¬ 
rious Bridegroom. 

The Church of England, as one of the principal and 
most primitive of the innumerable sections of the no longer 
to remain divided Church of Christ, His Apostles would 
rejoice to bless, and render perfect; and although they have 
been slow in going forth on their mission before the Lord s 
time has fully come, they now only await a welcome or a 
door of entrance : and each'year of waiting has but deepened 
the conviction that that which has been hitherto, as it were 
" made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts 
of the earth,” has been all the while taking “ root downward,” 
to bear now the more “ fruit upward.” 

Our incompleteness without Apostles and Prophets, is not 
only a palpable fact, of which the state of all Christendom 
and of every diocese and parish, is painful evidence; but is 
an undeniable Scripture Truth, St. Paul expressly stating 
that " God hath set in the Church first Apostles, secondarily 
Prophets; ” not for the first age alone, but fpr this last 
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age; not for the commencement merely, but especially for the 
completion of “ a glorious Churchin proof of which, the 
following texts are but a part of the Scripture evidence,— 
Eph. iv. 11-13; Eph. i. 13, 14 ; Rev. vii. 2, 3; Rev. x. 11; 
Rev. xi. 1 ; Isa. i. 26 ; Zech. iv. 9, 10. 

While it was the will of God, or rather the permitted 
postponement of His purpose, that the Church, instead of 
uninterruptedly taking possession of her full inheritance, 
should languish, learn her own wretchedness, and be tried 
with a long wilderness condition, making scarcely any un¬ 
less a retrograde progress, there was no place for the con¬ 
tinuance of Apostles; for the proper work of Apostleship 
zeoh. It. i), io. j s twofold: first that of laying the foundation of the 
spiritual temple; secondly that of bringing forth the top- 
stone; preparing the bride for the Bridegroom, and pre¬ 
senting her as a chaste virgin unto Christ. 

This is the answer to the objection, Why was not the 
Primitive Church, when through standing still instead of 
going forward, she lost her Apostles, stirred up to desire 
their restoration ? It would have been premature. They 
or. t., i cor. would have been, as in this respect St. Paul was, “born before 
the time."* Consequently the Apostleship was in abeyance ; 

* St. Paul was hcrptofui, bom before the time, inasmuch as he was only 
the first and forerunner of the Gentile Apostleship, the final object of whose 
mission, if completed, would have been the presentation of the Bride to 
the Bridegroom; of which Paul as the representative of the last Apos- 
lleship, and of the Church gathered under it, writes—“ We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all * be changed,”—“ We which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord." The Bride would not make herself ready: 
St. Paul's Epistles to the Galatians, Corinthians, and Hebrews, alike griev¬ 
ing over their falling away, until at length he complains, “All they 
which are in Asia be turned away from me," and in Rome, “ At my first 
answer no man stood with me but all men forsook me:" and it is thus 
that Scripture History leaves him; the symbol of Apostleship—bound, 
neglected, and for a season forgotten. The hope of Apostles now, that 
the like will not occur again, is not that we are better than ear fathers, 
hut that the graceless faithlessness of the Church having been shown, 
there most now be shown the graoe and faithfulness of her Lord; and 
the time to favour Zion being come, His people shall be wiUing in the 
day of His power. 
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and the Church, as she has so long done, could doubtless 
still do without it, all other things continuing in their present 
condition; but if, as your Lordship as well as myself 
believes, both the reign of Antichrist and the reign of Christ 
are now at hand, how can we triumph over the one, or par¬ 
ticipate in the other, as we are ? 

It has been often objected that the primitive Bishops did 
not feel the want of Apostleship; but surely the scanty 
remains of their writings do not contain all they thought. 
Besides, how natural it is to all men to magnify their own 
office, to live in the present rather than in the past, and make 
the best of circumstances that favour themselves. Moreover, 
long before the death of St. John the last surviving Apostle, 
his advanced age, and the impossibility of his being every¬ 
where, must have rendered it necessary that he should delegate 
more and more of his authority to others; and thus the dying 
out of the Apostolate must have been so gradual as to seem 
almost imperceptible; and lastly, in as far as its cessation was 
a part of the Divine purpose, until the Church should again 
urgently require it, rather than the sin of that age, the Lord 
would mercifully veil, especially from those primitive Bishops 
who had to bear the burden and heat of the day, the full 
extent of their loss. 

They were similarly ignorant of the long dark interval 
that was to ensue previous to its restoration ; yet was there, 
at least with respect to St. John, a vague expectation of 
the revival of Apostleship in the last days; an expectation 
sufficiently prevalent to degenerate into two traditions : one 
that John never died ; the other that he had been raised again 
and was hidden by God, until the appearing of Antichrist. 
The Scripture basis of these expectations was the language of 
our Lord to Peter respecting his beloved disciple, “ If I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?” These words 
could not have been a meaningless assertion of a mere pos¬ 
sibility; and therefore, especially when compared with Rev. x.. 
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and other chapters of the Apocalypse, they seem to be a 
mysterious shadowing forth of the Lord’s will that there 
shall be an Apostleship on earth at His coming again. 

The silence, I will not say short-sightedness, of some or 
many of the primitive writers, is more than outweighed by a 
single sentence of Hegesippus, the father of ecclesiastical 
history, and as such our highest authority, who thus writes,— 
“ The Church continued until then,—the end of the apostolic 
age—a pure and imcorrupt virgin; if there were any that at¬ 
tempted to pervert the Gospel, they were in the back-ground; 
but when the sacred company of the Apostles became extinct, 
and the generation of those that had been privileged to hear 
them had passed away, then arose the impious error of false 
teachers. There being none of the Apostles left, they hence¬ 
forth attempted without shame to preach their false doctrines/* 
The visions of Hennas although quoted by Irenceus as 
Scripture, cannot claim authority, being mingled with so 
much that it is impossible to recognize as Divine; yet he saw 
in them that the building of the Church had been interrupted; 
“ Intermissio facta est struendi ?—“ Quoedam dilatio facta 
est ;** and foresaw its restoration, and establishment on its 
fourfold basis. Modem historians are constrained to make 
similar acknowledgments;—Dr. Burton even imagining that 
the continuance of the Apostolic office, was that restraint 
upon the mystery of iniquity spoken of by St. Paul in 
the words, " And now, ye know what withholdeth;*’ whilst 
Dr. Hook bears similar testimony to the insufficiency of 
Episcopacy; telling us that after the apostolic age, Montanism 
“ spread abroad through Asia, Africa and a part of Europe;*’ 
that, “ In almost every part of the Roman Empire there arose 
Novation Churches, governed by their own Bishopsand that 
Donatism so prevailed in Africa, that “In most cities there 
were two Bishops, one at the head of each party/* 

Such has been more or less the condition of Christendom 
ever since; and now, even if all the Bishops in Christendom 
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were of one heart and mind, inasmuch as no one of them has 
more than a Diocesan, or at most a Provincial jurisdiction, 
it would be beyond their office and therefore beyond their 
power, to preside over and perfect the whole Church. That 
which each of them is altogether deficient in, no aggregate 
of them can have,— a mission to the Church as a whole. 

Apostles alone have universal mission; the care of all the 
Churches. It is preposterous to imagine that because 
Bishops can exercise many of the functions of Apostles, 
they therefore have the special grace and authority of the 
Apostolate; for this would constitute every Christian Minis¬ 
ter an Apostle, inasmuch as we all exercise some of the videMftttxXTii | 
functions of Apostleship; and nothing less than the immediate i», 20 . 
voice of Christ, through the Holy Ghost speaking in the 1 ^. l 1 . 
Church, can nominate to that high office. To maintain this, GaL 1 *• 

i ” „ Acts, xiii. 2. 

is not to degrade Episcopacy. That is done by those who 
look on Bishops as substitutes for Apostles, whose Epis¬ 
copate would consequently be superseded by their return; 
whereas both, in their separate spheres, are co-essential. No¬ 
where is the teaching of St. Ignatius, on this point, “ M 78 * 

V/A £IS fiv€V rofe CTTUTKQ7T0W KOU T&V 7Tp£CT^VT€pCjJV flTjSh' TTpOOXTCTC,” 

more truly realized than in the Apostolic Churches, each 
under its Angel with his six elders; the central stem and 
side branches of the sevenfold candlestick : the presiding 
ministers of the Churches under the Apostles, being desig¬ 
nated Angels rather than Bishops, not merely to dis¬ 
tinguish them from their brethren the Diocesan Bishops 
of Christendom, but because, as the student of the Greek 
Testament is well aware, Angel and not Bishop is the correct 
Scripture designation of the chief Minister of a Church.* 

• The designation u Apostolic Churches,” is used in no exclusive sense 
and in the cordial recognition of every congregation of Christians as radically. 

Apostolic; hut simply as an unavoidable distinctive phrase. In a former 
pamphlet, u Reasons for Believing,” I complained of certain misstatements in 
Dr. Hook’s Church Dictionary. In the last edition of that work, these have 
been partially expunged, but only to substitute another, viz.,—" They affect the 
name of Apostolic&ls,” au assertion quite untrue. 
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C. xxxriL 


Those who arrogate to Bishops the title of Successors of 
Apostles, and appeal to St. Ignatius, may be reminded that 
that saintly martyr gives similar titles to presbyters, and even 
to deacons; whilst Eusebius informs us that prophets, 
evangelists, and pastors remained after Apostles, and that 
these “ held the first rank in the Apostolic Succession.” 

If the objection be still urged, why did not St. Paul or 
St. John distinctly warn the Church against the sin and danger 
of falling from her primitive Apostolic standing, we must 
further reply that the question is irreverent, and similar to 
asking why did not the Old Testament Prophets clearly warn 
the Jews against their rejection of the Messiah, or why do not 
the Scriptures of the New Testament more fully set forth the 
truth on important points of controversy. The answer to all 
such questions has been given once for all by Bishop Butler 
in his Analogy. If there is little in Scripture about either 
the forfeiture or the restoration of Apostleship, there is still 
less about either Protestantism or Popery, although both 
are momentous facts in Christian history. It may be said, 
that there is much in the Apocalypse respecting one of them, 
though not the other; so is there much respecting the resto¬ 
ration of Apostles; and not there only, but as I have shown 
in my " Reasons for Believing/’ throughout the Old Testa¬ 
ment ; its prophecies and typical histories: for instance, the 
rebuilding of the temple after the Babylonian captivity; the 
revival of the office of Moses, in Joshua, and his accomplish¬ 
ment of that which Moses only began; the re-endowment in 
their last days, of Job, the Patriarchs, Samson, and many 
other typical persons; the raising up of a new Ministry in 
Samuel, to introduce the Kingly government; the appear¬ 
ance of John the Baptist as the forerunner of our Lord’s 
first advent, and the type of that ministry which shall prepare 
for the second. 

Evidently there is no inconsistency with the position 
of a Clergyman, in faith in a restored Apostolate. It is 
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in entire harmony with the true position of bishops oyer 
their clergy, and the relation of the clergy to their bishops 
and the congregations committed to their charge. If it might 
be so, u far better that these grow together in the knowledge 
and in the ways of God, than that priests be separated from 
their bishops, and people from their pastors.”* I am the 
more anxious to assure your Lordship and all my Brethren 
on this point, because one object of this Letter is to vindi¬ 
cate from misapprehension, my purposed Resignation of my 
present Parochial Charge; principally because the burthen 
of it, is too great for me without the entire sympathy and 
support of my Bishop; although with it, I could gladly 
still proclaim within the Church of England that fulness 
of truth, which at present she has not; and in the wilful 
want of which, persisting until the end, how hopeless will 
her state be! I therefore repeat, that the rebuilding of 
the Catholic Apostolic Church, is not in antagonism to 
other Christian communities, but is a Centre for their 
union;—neither does communion with the Apostles through 
the laying on of their hands, without which none can be 
among the 144,000 sealed ones, who shall escape the 
impending tribulation under the reign of Antichrist—require 
that any unless specially called or circumstanced, should 
abandon any station of life or sphere of duty, so long as 
they can serve God faithfully and effectually in it. 

Still each year, in adding to the now more than ever 
accumulating evidence, that the Lord has “ restored His 
judges as at the first, and His counsellors as at the begin¬ 
ning,” is adding to the awful responsibility of those who 
reject these blissful tidings, because they have no real 
desire to find them true, and therefore take no real 
interest in ascertaining their truth. 

In the before-mentioned Discourse, delivered at tin 

• Extracted from “A Discourse delivered at the Consecration of the 
Catholic Apostolic Church, Gordon Square, Christmas Eve, 1653.” 
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Central Apostolic Church, there is a complete vindication 
of these Churches from the charge of either heresy or 
schism. In substance it is this—We cleave to the One 
Catholic Church, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
therefore we are not a sect. We claim no exclusive name; 
none other than such as is common to us with all our 
brethren; therefore it is an injustice and a cruel wrong to 
brand us with a party-name which we repudiate, much as 
we loved and honour him whose name it is. We confess 
no faith but that which the Church received from the 
Lord and His Apostles at the beginning, and hath in all 
essential points maintained in every age. Hoeretici esse 
nolumus. Neither are we schismatics. If indeed God hath 
not spoken to us by His Prophets nor restored to us His 
Apostles, then we are schismatics, though unintentionally. 
But if God hath given again Apostles and Prophets to 
the Church, and in the congregations already existing, the 
people and their rulers neither suffer His voice to be heard 
through the one, nor recognize His authority in the other, 
is it to be supposed that Christ may not or will not 
constitute churches wherein His gifts shall be recognized ? 
Neither are we Separatists; for our assembling in separate 
congregations, is not from choice. In itself it is an evil 
thing, but those must answer for it, whose resistance to 
Him is the cause of its existence. Our object in it is, 
that of being the Lords witnesses to the true form and 
order of the Church and her worship, as shown to us by 
the light of Prophecy; to the fact of the restoration of the 
fourfold ministry of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, and 
Pastors; and to the fruits of that ministry as full of grace 
and of the hope of glory. 

Those who thus speak, conscious that if through grace 
they become first of all, it will be as those who have been 
last of all, are far from imagining that they are any 
better than others; except that they have faith to be 
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made whole , and therefore are beginning to be made 
whole . The following extract from “ A Homily," will 
illustrate this ,—“ Be not high-minded, but fear: God is 
no respecter of persons; you are called to bring to per¬ 
fection that fruit which others have failed to produce; see 
that you do bring it to perfection ; or you will share the fate 
of all that have gone before you. Say not to yourselves. 
We have Abraham to our father, we have restored ordinances, 
apostleship, and a fourfold ministry: these are means to 
an end; to rest short of the end, will rather increase your 
condemnation. Dream not that because you believe God’s 
work will prosper, you must necessarily be a partaker of 
its triumph. Your tree has but put forth its buds; see 
that your buds produce leaves and fruit."—“ And while 
you contemplate in blissful hope the dazzling glory that 
awaits the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, whose marriage you 
believe to be nigh, look to the rock whence she is hewn, 
and the hole of the pit whence she is dug; and as ye 
would participate in the blessedness and glory which await 
her, drink now deep into her cup of penitence and self- 
abasement.** 

Yet even now the inquirer may find cause to say, here 
are the true evidences and seals of Apostleship,—Truth, 
Holiness, and Spiritual Gifts; here and here alone a per¬ 
fectly united people, preparing for and awaiting the coining 
of the Lord; oftener than each morning and evening 
offering earnest prayer for it, and full of life, and love, 
and joy, with this hope; who can refuse to recognize such 
Churches, such Apostles ? 

It would be easy to dispose of a mere case of twelve 
men calling themselves Apostles; but these Twelve were 
called through others, speaking in the power of the Holy 
Ghost; and have only responded to that call; and that, with 
a diffidence, a fear and trembling, that has almost amounted 
to unwillingness; so that if I were to publish and expose 
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their weakest side, it would be their shrinking from the shame 
aud burthen of their office; its reproach and obloquy. More¬ 
over what can we make of the further facts, that not only 
are there Churches in England, Scotland, and Ireland, un¬ 
obtrusively yet more and more progressing; not only are 
there in America, and almost every country of Europe, in 
France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, and even 
Spain, Apostolic Churches, or where none other than the 
religion of the State is tolerated, individual believers ; but in 
all or almost all these places, there are holy men and women 
speaking under the impulse of a supernatural power; the 
utterance in all these unconnected places proving itself by 
the most perfect harmony, to be the voice of The One 
Spirit; everywhere announcing the same events; everywhere 
confirming the mission and acknowledging the authority of 
the present Apostles . In what other way than one is it 
possible to account for,—nay, how can we seek to explain 
away—these facts? 

In conclusion I would submit to your Lordship’s most 
serious and prayerful consideration, an opinion which I 
should scarcely venture to express, were it mine alone; 
but I know that I am not alone, even among 
the Clergy around me here, in expressing, I believe, 
the growing opinion that there is a visible blight on 
our vaunted Church-progress, and that the spiritual 
result of our multiplied Churches and Schools is disap¬ 
pointment and failure. Those may scorn the thought, who 
have the greatest need to ponder it, but I cannot think 
otherwise than that the cause of this blight, is that the 
Lord is even now withholding, and more and more will 
withdraw His blessing from all Churches and all Ministers 
who care not for Apostles and Prophets. 

Doubtless it is a hopeful sign to be conscious, and 
willing to acknowledge, that there does indeed appear to 
be very little of the Spirit’s Presence with us; for the boast 
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of being rich and increased in goods, and having need of 
nothing, is the characteristic of that last Laodicean residuum 
of the Church, which the Lord will spue out of His mouth ; * 
still our danger is almost as great, if there be in us no 
faith in or hope of the Church becoming adorned as a 
Bride; consequently no seeking to have on, except in a 
vague unmeaning sense, a Wedding garment, ere the King 
shall come in to see His guests. 

A Restoration of the four-fold Ministry of Apostles, 

Prophets, Evangelists, and Pastors, “for the perfecting of 

the saints.till we all come.unto a perfect man, to the 

measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ;” thus 
making ready a People prepared for the Lord; coming 
behind in no gift; baptized with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire,—the fire of the Spirit’s presence, consuming all ini¬ 
quity ; if this be deemed incredible or visionary, are we not 
in the position of that faithless one, who perished because 
he would not believe that the famine in Samaria could at 
once become abundance: “Then a lord, on whose hand the a ^ 2>w 
King leaned, answered the man of God and said, Behold, 
if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this 
thing be. And he said, Behold, thou shall see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. And so it fell out 
unto him.” 

According to your faith be it unto you. This has been 

* That the Philadelphian and Laodicean Churches; the 144,000, 
and the innumerable multitude; the man-child of the snn-clothed woman, 
and the remnant of her seed; the inner temple with its altar and 
worshippers, and the outer eonrt; the 144,000 first fruits on Mount 
Zion, and the after harvest; symbolize two diverse conditions of the 
Church in the last days; the separation between the wise and foolish 
virgins, on the ground of having or not having OIL in their vessels as 
well as in their lamps, or the extraordinary as well as ordinary gifts 
of the Spirit; and the leaving of the latter in the outer darkness of 
the reign of Antichrist, for a time; (compare Matthew, xxv. 12, with 
Hosea, L 10 ; and Rev, iii. 16, with iii. 20, and vii, 16, 17;) is more 
fully shown in “An Introduction to the Apooalypse,” shortly to be 
published. 
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in all ages the Lord’s rule of judgment. Sarai was not 
better than other women; she gave birth to the, promised 
seed, simply because “ She judged Him faithful that had 
promised/' In like manner, it is not for our superior 
virtues, that any are gathered into the communion of the 
Apostles, and being gathered shall, if abiding faithful, be 
counted worthy to escape the things that are coming upon 
the earth. This pre-eminence of grace and glory is ours, 
only because we believe all the promises; the promises of 
Him who hath spoken of His Zion those wondrous words, 
“I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day." 
“ I will turn My hand upon thee, and purely purge away 
thy dross, and take away all thy tin. And I will restore 
thy Judges, (the Apostles) as at the first, and thy Coun¬ 
sellors, (the Prophets) as at the beginning." 

On what principle or with what meaning do we read 
the Old Testament prophecies, and chant in our worship 
the Psalms of David, unless they are to have—not indeed 
their literal, which is Jewish, but their spiritual accom¬ 
plishment in the Church ? Are they not full of the won¬ 
derful things the Lord will do for His people in the last 
days; the abundance of “ the latter rain; ” the greater 
glory of “the latter house;" the “rebuilding" of Jerusa¬ 
lem, that Jerusalem which is the mother of us all; and 
the special pre-eminence of a favoured portion, symbolized 
as Zion, being the 144,000 who shall stand there with the 
Lamb: as He hath spoken, “ The Lord hath chosen 
Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation. This is ray 
rest for ever; here will I dwell for I have desired it. I 
will abundantly bless her provision and satisfy her poor 
with bread. I will clothe her priests with salvation, and 
her saints shall shout aloud for joy." 

And yet for the proving of men's hearts, and the trial 
of their faith, the beginning of these glorious events has 
been such as to be despised as a “ day of small things;" for 


Digitized by 


Google 



15 


it is written, “ Behold, ye despisers, I work a work in your acu, xiu. 40. 
days,—a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a 
man declare it unto you ,” —“ I will take you one of a city , j«t. iu. m. 
and two of a family , and I will bring you to Zion.” A 
little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a 
strong nation; I the Lord will hasten it in His time.” i**. u. 2 *. 
Herein is the trial of faith and endurance; the testing of the 
host of Gideon; but herein shall he its triumph, and our 
exceeding and eternal great reward. 

There are two other promises to which I cling, and 
with which I would make my final appeal. The first is, 

"When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him; and the i**- ux. 19 . 
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from* 
transgression in Jacob.” The whole condition of Chris¬ 
tendom, bringing forth some fresh marvel almost every day, 
and big with portents of still more stupendous issues,— 
and the deceptive forms of goodness which all evil is 
assuming, indicate that the Man of Sin is now at length 
about to be revealed. If then, under every varied guise, 
the enemy is even now coming in as a flood, it must be true 
that the Spirit of the Lord is lifting up His Standard 
against him; and what can that Standard be, but His 
restored Apostleship; the pledge of His own most blessed 
presence, into which it shall introduce “ them that look 
for Him;” according to that other promise, “ Behold I 
will send my messenger , and he shall prepare the way 
before Me, and the Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly m«l ul 1 . 
come to His temple; even the Messenger of the covenant 
whom ye delight in.” 

What can this messenger he but a restored Apostolate? 
the very word Apostle means an Envoy; and although in 
a subsequent verse, "Elijah the Prophet” is named, because 
so far as the Jews are concerned, the prophecy will have 
its secondary fulfilment in him, the messenger /car tfoxqv, 
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the crowning ministry of the Christian Church, cannot be 
a prophet of an inferior dispensation. Moreover what is 
to be the mark of the final Elias-ministry, as distinguished 
from its first budding in John the Baptist? it is this, 
“ Elias shall indeed come first and restore all things." 
When we see, as I believe we may now see, this prophecy 
accomplishing before our eyes, even the restoration of the 
Church, and all its ministries and gifts, and the making 
ready a people prepared for the Lord, what other con¬ 
clusion can we come to, or what other judgment dare 
we pronounce, than that of our Lord Himself, " Ye shall 
know them by their fruits'' Men do not gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thistles. 


I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, your Lordship’s 

Obedient humble servant, 

ROBERT NORTON. 


ftsllrtft yamoitsgr, 

March 31 st, 1854. 
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